
Vickie and Alex live in Eastbourne with their son, Oliver-James, aged eight.
Oliver-James has delayed speech and language and Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Oliver-James is now happy at school 
and making progress thanks to the 
hard work of the dedicated staff at 
Torfield School

Improved speech
Vickie and Alex are amazed by the progress Oliver-James has made since starting at Torfield School. Vickie says: “Oliver-James 
can now say some words and echo words that we say. It might seem small progress to other people, but it is definitely going 
in the right direction. For us, every bit of progress is massive. Three years ago, we thought we would never hear him speak. 
Now, to hear his little voice saying something is a massive milestone for us and a cause for celebration.”
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Settling well
Vickie and Alex had considered a special needs school in 
Eastbourne for Oliver-James but when they were told it 
was full, they started looking further afield and discovered 
Torfield. “We went to see it and really liked it and so Oliver 
started in the January after his fifth birthday. We were 
worried about him starting school to begin with but he 
settled in really well,”  Vickie says.

Varied communication 
channels
“His teachers have been brilliant with him and they all really 
‘get’ him. He has really benefited from the staff at the school 
using social stories and visuals with him. He is able to use 
picture exchange communication to communicate with 
the staff, but he can now also say some words. We think his 
progress is absolutely amazing.

Specialist help
“Oliver-James now loves everything about going to school. 
He likes going swimming in Torfield’s own pool, having days 
out with his class and going to the park, and he also loves 
doing any work on the computer. He will now sit and look 
at a book, whereas before he started at Torfield he would 
not have been able to keep his attention on it for very long. 
He is also beginning to recognise the shapes of numbers. 
Specialist speech and language therapists come into the 
school to advise the teachers about things to try with the 
children and the teachers work with the children on their 
communication skills every day.

Sensory circuit 
“Oliver-James also has occupational therapy at Torfield. He 
is helped by regularly doing a sensory circuit with different 
activities, such as jumping on the trampoline, to help his 
concentration. If he is becoming fidgety or anxious while 
learning, he can go and do his sensory circuit and then he 
will be ready to get back to work again.

Eager to learn
“He used to be picked up by a taxi every day to go to school, 
but a while ago there was a problem with the transport 
and there was inconsistency with the drivers. Oliver-James 

hates change and he refused to get in the taxi one day. This 
is the only hiccup we have had. So, we take him to school 
ourselves now. He will jump out of the car each morning 
when he gets there and have a little run about in the play 
area and then he goes into the classroom happily, ready to 
start a day of learning.

Understanding teacher
“The teacher he has had this year is amazing, I can’t praise 
him enough. He updates us regularly about what Oliver-
James has done and sends us photos of him doing it, 
especially if he has been trying something new. The staff all 
work very hard with him, but they make sure he is happy 
and feels comfortable, which leads to him making progress,” 
Vickie says.

Amazing transformation
“Oliver-James is now like a different child from when he first 
started at Torfield three years ago. We are very grateful to all 
the staff at the school for how they have helped him and 
can’t praise them enough.”

Children say
Oliver-James would say his favourite thing at school is 
working on the computer.

Address

Croft Road, Hastings,  
East Sussex, TN34 3JT

Telephone

01424 428228

Email

torfieldoffice@
tasmat.org.uk
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