
Aaron and Aria live in St Leonard’s on Sea with their son, Luca, aged seven.
Luca has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and he has speech 
and language delay.

Luca is enjoying learning and has 
made plenty of new friends in the 
happy atmosphere of Torfield School

Great progress
Aaron and Aria are delighted with Luca’s progress since he started at Torfield School and pleased he is finally enjoying 
school life. Aaron says: “Luca recently had a review at Torfield and we were told he was coming on in leaps and bounds. He 
absolutely loves going to school now. His speech has improved a lot and he is now talking to us in full sentences. 
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Unhappy time
“Luca had started at a mainstream primary school because 
we wanted to see if he was able to cope there,” Aaron says. 
“Unfortunately, the school weren’t able to cater for children 
with ASD. If Luca got upset, they would take him out of the 
classroom and put him in another room for the rest of the 
day, so he wasn’t learning much. He was very unhappy and 
would say he didn’t want to go in the mornings.

Good recommendation
“We had heard how good Torfield was, but we hadn’t initially 
wanted to put Luca in a special school without giving him 
the chance to try a mainstream school. There wasn’t a place 
at Torfield straight away so the local authority wanted us to 
send Luca in a taxi to a school 45 minutes away, which we 
weren’t happy about. We carried on fighting for him to go 
to Torfield, which is only about ten minutes away. While we 
waited for a place to come up, Luca was given a reduced 
timetable at his primary school and allowed to attend each 
day between 9.00 and 11.30 only.

Full school day
“Finally, Torfield contacted us and said a place had come 
up. Luca started in Year One at Torfield in April 2020. By his 
second day he was able to do a full day. To begin with we 
took him to school ourselves, but they offered Luca the 
chance to go in their minibus. They pick him up at 8.40 each 
morning and drop him off at 3.20. 

Academic success
“Luca’s social skills have improved and he has made some 
good friends. His class has its own little playground with 
trampolines for the children and Luca enjoys this. He is now 
in a class of ten and the teacher and assistants are able to give 
the children all the support they need. Luca can read and 
write now and is doing very well in Maths and Science. They 
have to give him extra work because he is ahead for his age.

Making friends
“Torfield asked us what we wanted Luca to achieve and we 
said our main goal was for him to make some friends. At 
Torfield he’s got all the friends he could ever wish for. Before 
he started, Luca was very adult dependent and didn’t want 
to interact with other children, but now he loves playing 
with his friends.

Increased confidence
“Recently we went out for the day and there was a children’s 
play area where we were visiting, so Luca asked if he could 
play in it. I went over to keep an eye on him and saw him 
talking to another child and they were soon running round 
the play area together having a great time. It was heart-
warming to see,” Aaron says.

Parents included
“We think all the staff at Torfield are brilliant and 
communicate well with us. They give us daily feedback 
about Luca and send us photos of him doing activities. It is 
helpful for us to see what he is doing at school so we can 
help him at home. I have never known a school before, 
where the staff are so caring towards the parents.”

Children say
Luca says: “I like going to school so I can play with my 
friends.” 

Address

Croft Road, Hastings,  
East Sussex, TN34 3JT

Telephone

01424 428228

Email

torfieldoffice@tasmat.org.uk
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